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1. DURING CONVERSATION OCT 24 WITH DCM AND POLCOUNXS DR. 

TORE GJELSVIK, DIRECTOR OE POLAR INSTITUTE, FURTHER 
OUTLINED HIS THINKING ON PROPOSED PROJECT, NOW UNDER 
CONSIDERATION BY NAS POLAR SUBCOMMITTEE, TO DRIET US 
COAST GUARD ICEBREAKER IN ARCTIC PACK ICE ALONG ROUTE OF 
NANSEN'S "ERAM." GJELSVIK PLANS VISIT U.S. FROM NOV 2-5 

TO DISCUSS MATTER WITH NAS OFFICIALS (SEE REFTEL A). 

2. ACCORDING TO PLAN, SHIP WOULD ENTER ICE WEST OF 
NAVAYA ZEMLYA IN SUMMER OF 1977 AND DRIFT APPROXIMATELY 
TWO YEARS. SHIP'S SCIENTIFIC TEAM WOULD CONDUCT NUMBER 
OF UPPER ATMOSPHERE, AURORA, WEATHER AND OCEANOGRAPHIC 

STUDIES. MOST IMPORTANT WOULD BE RELATED TO EARTH'S GEOLOGY 
AND PLATE TECTONICS, FOR ICE DRIET ROUTE FOLLOWS 
OCEANIC RIFT. GJELSVIK FEELS SCIENTIEIC ASPECTS WOULD 
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3. GJELSVIK NOTED THAT THE SHIP WOULD NEED A 

LAND BASE EACILITY FOR AIR SERVICING AND THIS WOULD 
LIKELY BE SVALBARD, ALTHOUGH IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
THULE COULD SERVE AS AN ALTERNATIVE. HE INDICATED HIS 
CONCERNS WERE THAT (I) PROJECT SHOULD BE OPERATED AND 
SHIP MANNED BY CIVILIAN NOT MILITARY PERSONNEL AND THAT 
IF SVALBARD IS DESIGNATED AS BASE THAT (2) CIVILIAN 
AIRCRAFT SHOULD BE USED IN BRINGING ANY SUPPLIES TO 
OR FROM THE ISLAND. HE IS NOT APPARENTLY GREATLY 
CONCERNED ABOUT PROJECT'S PROPOSED SPONSORSHIP, WHICH 
HE UNDERSTOOD MIGHT INVOLVE SOME NAVAL OCEANOGRA- 
PHIC OFFICE FUNDING. 

4. GJELSVIK ENDORSES THE IDEA OF INVITING SOVIET 
SCIENTISTS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROJECT, THOUGH HE 

SAID, THEIR PARTICIPATION SHOULD NOT IN ANY WAY INFLUENCE 
DECISION MAKING CONCERNING THE PROJECT. HE SAID THIS 
IS ONE OF SUBJECTS HE PLANS TO RAISE DURING HIS VISIT 
BEFORE ARRIVING WASHINGTON WITH DR.ROOT IN CANADA 
AND LATER WITH NAS OFFICIALS. 

5. GJELSVIK PLANS TO TALK WITH NAS OFFICIALS, INCLUDING 
DR. LOUIS DE GOES AND POSSIBLY NSF OFFICE OF POLAR 
PROGRAMS EXPERTS ABOUT PROJECT. EMBASSY OF COURSE 
CANNOT EVALUATE SCIENTIFIC MERITS OF PROJECT FROM US 
STANDPOINT, BUT WE DO BELIEVE IT COULD BENEFIT OUR 
EFFORTS TO DEMONSTRATE AN INTEREST AND PRESENCE IN 
SVALBARD AREA AND WOULD OFFER BENEFITS OF INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATIVE SCIENTIFIC PROJECT THERE, BOTH OF WHICH 
NORWEGIANS ENDORSE. TO EXTENT WE CAN FURTHER THESE 
OBJECTIVES, DEPT'S ACTIVE INTEREST AND ENCOURAGEMENT 

OF NAS, NSF AND OTHER US PARTICIPATION SHOULD BE 
USEFUL. 

6. ADDITIONALLY GJELSVIK WILL TALK WITH NSF OFFICIAL 
ABOUT PROJECT THEY HAVE PROPOSED FOR GLACIAL ICE 
DRILLING ON SVALBARD. POLAR INSTITUTE IS NOW STUDYING 
PROPOSAL. WHILE DESIRING TO FURTHER SUCH US INVESTIGATIONS 
ON SVALBARD, GJELSVIK SAID NORWEGIANS HAVE SOME QUESTION 
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ABOUT SCIENTIFIC VALUE OF PROJECT AS PROPOSED, SINCE 
APPARENTLY GLACIAL ICE IN AREA OUTLINED HAS MELTED 
IN PAST SO THAT AGE DISTINCTIONS IN THE ICE, ESSENTIAL 
TO PROJECT RESULTS HAVE BEEN BLURRED. 

BYRNE 
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